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Your Excellency Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister of Japan, members of the press; ladies and gentlemen:  Good afternoon. 

Allow me to extend our gratitude to the Prime Minister and his government for the hospitality they have shown to me and my delegation. This gratitude also extends to Japan’s overwhelming humanitarian assistance to my people in the aftermath of Supertyphoon Haiyan. And on their instructions, may I say, Domo arigato gozaimashita.

At the heart of this present visit are two important areas of engagement between us: the cause of securing lasting peace and development in Mindanao, and the challenge of safeguarding our region’s security by advancing the rule of law to protect our global and regional common interests. 

As I have informed the Prime Minister, later today, I would be proceeding to the historic city of Hiroshima to attend the JICA International Conference on the Consolidation for Peace for Mindanao. Japan is a partner that has stood with us throughout the entire peace process. We owe our deepest gratitude to Japan and the rest of the international community as we strive to build a truly just, inclusive, and prosperous Mindanao.  

I likewise thanked him for making it possible for even more Filipino tourists to visit this country, with the further relaxation of visa regulations. Conversely, with the sustained enthusiasm of Japanese nationals for my country’s tourist spots, more of your people are finding out firsthand why it is indeed more fun in the Philippines. We thank the Japanese people for their contributions to my country’s economic growth.

Prime Minister Abe and I likewise share the view that prosperity and development cannot exist in a vacuum, that the advancement of our peoples and our region can only be fully realized in a context that fosters stability. Japan is a strategic partner of the Philippines; it is thus incumbent upon us to have continuous dialogue as we jointly face the changing dynamics of our regional security environment.

In my country, we have a saying: One cannot arrive at his destination without reflecting on where he came from. Very few would question the devastation that my country suffered during the Second World War. However, since the middle of the 20th century, my country’s relationship with Japan has been characterized by trust and unfailing support in so many fields, as Japan has acted with compassion and in accordance with international law, and has more actively and more positively engaged the region and the world.

For example, the Japan Self-Defense Forces and the disaster relief medical teams were among those from Japan and the international community who mobilized to assist us during Supertyphoon Haiyan. They have also, until last year, been part of the United Nation’s peacekeeping activities in the Golan Heights, an effort which has been going on for decades. In this particular example, we are told of ambiguities as regards the bounds of Japan’s ability to respond, even in the midst of an attack on its allies. In this regard, there has been some debate on the Japanese government’s plan to revisit certain interpretations of its constitution. 

We believe that nations of goodwill can only benefit if the Japanese government is empowered to assist others, and is allowed the wherewithal to come to the aid of those in need, especially in the area of collective self-defense. To use the ongoing troubles in Syria as an example, Filipino peacekeepers have come under attack no less than three times; in such a situation, one would want to be able to count on the allies and in other units located in the same responsibility.

We therefore do not view with alarm any proposal to revisit the Japanese constitution, if the Japanese people so desire, especially if this enhances Japan’s ability to address its international obligations, and brings us closer to the attainment of our shared goals of peace, stability, and mutual prosperity.

Mr. Prime Minister, allow me to congratulate you, once again, for your very able leadership. Without doubt, it has led to the remarkable turnaround of your country’s economy and the revitalization of Japan as a whole.

You and I share a very strong relationship on the official and personal levels. In Your Excellency, I find a kindred spirit who explores every avenue and undertakes every worthy innovation required in order to do right by his people. I believe that we share the position that, if we are to truly to serve our respective peoples and uphold their interests, we must adapt to the changing world, bearing in mind their welfare and future.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]This is why, despite the many daunting challenges and, at times, discouraging circumstances, our shared resolve remains strong.

It is with this that I look forward to working with Your Excellency—towards the realization of our shared aspirations not only for our peoples but also, and more importantly, in building a more peaceful and more secure Asia-Pacific region.

Thank you and good day.

*     *     *
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